During a recent heated discussion on the value and potential harm of providing model answers to students, the concern centred around how students could interpret and use such answers in developing their own responses to assessment. Providing a model answer to examination questions seemed a backwards step; first, it suggests that there could be just one particularly excellent answer which could earn a 100% mark and, second, it suggests that a tutor was capable of writing one which nonetheless took into account the students' level of understanding of the topic in relation to the learning outcomes and materials recommended for study, rather than the possibly larger resources available to the tutor.
There is a sense in which setting an example offers a great deal to teachers and learners. First, in the simplest sense, teachers can demonstrate good practice, for example using the technology they advocate in class, showing how to deal with errors and downtime on servers, using technologies interactively in real time to engage students in constructing content and using technologies for learning rather than passive recording or undifferentiated searching. This requires teachers to accept perhaps a degree of vulnerability in front of learners, relinquishing a degree of control in order to help students to become able enquirers and critical thinkers (Greener, 2009) .
Second, by setting an example, they can demonstrate the linguistic skills and standards of writing which they require of their students yet often fail to show or adequately explain. Rather than simply using slides with bullet points to summarise subject content, the teachers who also demonstrate and share good writing structures can help students to develop a tacit understanding of what constitutes the structural and linguistic conventions which they mark highly.
The papers in this issue include a range of examples of modelling and emulation in experiments and case studies of interactive learning. Their examples give us ways of continuing to develop as academics and researchers from which we can gain, no matter what the level, subject or geographic location of our own activities.
